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Collegiate Directions, Inc.

Collegiate Directions, Inc. (CDI) is a non-profit organization committed to closing the
education gap by providing comprehensive college counseling services to schools (CDI
Outreach) and ongoing supportN beginning in high school and continuing through college
graduationN to a target population of low-income, primarily first-generation-to-college
students (CDI Scholars).
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www.collegiatedirections.org

Mailing Address:

4833 Rugby Avenue, Suite 301

Bethesda, MD 20814

Phone: 301-907-4877

Fax: 301-907-7609 or
301-907-6836

info@collegiatedirections.org

Program Office:
4827 Rugby Avenue, Suite 001
Bethesda, MD 20814

Nina W. Marks, President
nmarks@collegiatedirections.org

Theresa O. Atta, Vice President
tatta@collegiatedirections.org

Kyle E. Semmel, Development &
Communications Manager
ksemmel@collegiatedirections.org

Ana |. Hilton, Program Director
ahilton@collegiatedirections.org

Gregory P. Lewis, Counselor
glewis@collegiatedirections.org

Rachel M. Jones, Counselor
rjiones@collegiatedirections.org

Juliana L. Avery
Office and Outreach Coordinator
javery@collegiatedirections.org

CDI, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organ-
ization, depends on support from
individual donors, foundations,
corporations, and the public sector.
Our donors believe that low-income,
first-generation-to-college  students
should have equal access to higher
education. CDI's goal is to match
Scholars with the right college, the
best financial aid package, and the
vital ongoing support to insure
retention and successful graduation.

The Need for CDI

¥ The United States once had the highest [college] graduation rate of any nation. Now it
stands 10™. Studies show that more and more poor and nonwhite students aspire to
graduate from college D but their graduation rates fall far short of their dreams.
Source: Thomas, Evan and Wingert, Pat (March 1, 2010) Newsweek: Minority Report

¥ Just 11% of low-income, first-generation-to-college students earn a bachelorOs degree
after six years, according to the Pell Institute, compared with 55% of their peers.
Source: Jennings, Dana. OA Second Home for FirstGens.ONew York Times, 26 Jul. 2009

CDI Scholars Program Features

¥ Comprehensive college counseling and academic skills assessment, coupled with
tailored tutoring and test preparation.

¥ Student and parent counseling and support from 11" grade through college graduation,
in partnership with established college contacts.

¥ Family conferences to discuss individual interests and strengths and to create tailored
college lists.

¥ Visits with college representatives at targeted schools and assistance with visits to
ScholarsO top choice college(s).

¥ Assistance with college curriculum planning and with completion/submission of annual
financial aid applications.

¥ Assistance with testing/application/financial aid application fees, if waivers are not

available.

Assistance with review of admission offers, negotiation of financial aid offers, and final

college choice.

Individual, supplemental CDI Scholar counselor recommendation letters.

Peer mentoring and leadership development.

Workshops for students and parents on transition to college, financial aid, and more.

Participation in workshops, cultural events, and community service activities to involve

CDI Scholars in their high schools, colleges, and communities.
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CDI's Public High School Partners

CDI currently provides direct services to six public high schools in Montgomery County, MD
(a suburb of Washington, DC). Since its founding in 2005, CDI has helped 114 Scholars get
into selective four-year colleges. 98% of CDI Scholars are on track to graduate within six
years.

¥ Albert Einstein HS (Kensington, MD)
¥ John F. Kennedy HS (Silver Spring, MD)
¥ Paint Branch HS (Burtonsville, MD)

¥ Springbrook HS (Silver Spring, MD)
¥ Walter Johnson HS (Bethesda, MD)
¥ Wheaton HS (Silver Spring, MD)

CDI Outreach

CDI provides extensive training to school counselors and administrators through Outreach,
a fee-based program that sends CDI staff members directly into schools to offer
comprehensive professional development packages that give school counselors the tools to
better assist students. Outreach partners include:

¥ DC Prep Public Charter School
¥ Baltimore City Public Schools
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College Matriculation
2007-2011

American University
Babson College

Barnard College

Boston College

Brown University

Bryn Mawr College

Cedar Crest College
College of William & Mary
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dickinson College

Elon University
Gettysburg College
Goucher College

Guilford College
Hamilton College
Haverford College

Hollins University

James Madison University
Juniata College

Johns Hopkins University
Lafayette College

Loyola University
Massachusetts Institute of

Technology

McDaniel College
New York University
Oberlin College
Randolph-Macon College
Rice University
Spelman College
Stanford University
St. Mary’s College
Sweet Briar College
Trinity University DC
Tufts University
University of Maryland-

Baltimore County

University of Maryland-
College Park

University of Michigan

University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

Virginia Commonwealth
University

CDUI’s Selection Criteria

CDiI selects high school Juniors who are:

¥ Academically prepared to handle challenging college-level coursework. We seek
a minimum, unweighted, core academic GPA of 2.8 (on 4.0 scale).

Taking a challenging course load, including honors and/or AP courses

Eligible for federal financial aid (U.S. citizen or green card holder).

Low-income, i.e. eligible for FARMS.

Self-driven and highly committed to learning and personal development, with
demonstrated ability to work hard, meet deadlines, and honor commitments.
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CDI Scholars’ AP Courses

CDI Scholars are taking or have completed AP courses, with an exam score of 3 or
above, in the following subjects:

¥ Biology ¥ Music Theory

¥ Calculus AB ¥ Physics B

¥ Calculus BC ¥ Physics C (Electricity & Magnetism,
¥ Chemistry Mechanics)

¥ Computer Science A ¥  Psychology

¥ English Language, Literature ¥  Spanish Language, Literature

¥ Environmental Science ¥  Statistics

¥ U.S. Government & Politics. ¥ U.S. History

¥ Human Geography ¥  World History

CDI SAT Subject Tests

CDI Scholars have taken the following SAT Subject Tests:

¥ BiologyN Ecological ¥ Mathl&2

¥ BiologyN Molecular ¥ Physics

¥ Chemistry ¥  Spanish/Korean/French with Listening
¥ English Literature ¥ U.S. History/ World History

CDI SAT and ACT Score Improvements

Average score improvement for the Class of 2011:
¥ SAT: 175.5 Points
¥ ACT: 5 Points (SAT equivalent of 300 points)

CDI Scholars’ Awards and Achievements

CDI Scholars have won numerous merit awards and other distinctions, including:
¥ Gates Millennium Scholarships

¥ Ron Brown Scholarship

¥ NAACP ACT-SO (Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics)
Gold Medal Winner

National AP Scholars

National Achievement Scholars

AP Scholars with Distinction

AP Scholars

Howard Hughes Medical Institute/NIH Student Internships

Lockheed Martin Foundation Engineering Scholarship

Bechtel Scholarship (A. James Clark School of Engineering, UMD)

ITT Technical Challenge Winners

Maryland Distinguished Scholars

Van Hollen Public Service Award
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